Ergotamine-induced intermittent claudication.
We report about a female patient with intermittent claudication caused by ergotamine. She used ergotamine as a treatment for migraine headaches for more than 4 years. The claudication began 7 month before admission. Colour Doppler sonography and angiography showed severe stenosis of the left external iliac and superficial femoral artery. The patient was treated with phenprocoumon for one year after withdrawal of ergotamine. After that the superficial femoral stenosis disappeared completely, but the external iliac stenosis was still present and was consequently successfully treated by atherectomy. The histology showed a fibrosis of the intima and a hypertrophy of the media.